4 ' ‘?, i
. . |
| N |
'
ENGLISH | ! |"| TABLE
FENNIS . [ ASSOCIAT!A"!
1
1 we TE T
e i Fan
FO TR I
7o, v
NERREE I
3 - !
' O L |‘l| ||I“‘.\4‘v‘_vg I;\'












TABLE TENNIS

@ SPALDING continues to lead in all
TABLE TENNIS EQUIPMENT

Che SPALDING ”VIIALA' Table ¢ 00

acclaimed by leading players as the fastest table ever produced

Sturdily mounted on 8 turned legs giving EXTREME
RIGIDITY.

COMPLETE - - - - - £919 6
TOP ONLY - - - - - £7 00

SPALDING « CLUB” TABLE,
complete - 9 x 5' x 18 MM. thick £6 18 6

TOP ONLY - - - - - £5100
No. ! TABLE TOP ONLY

9" x5 x 12 MM. - £2100
No.2 TABLE TOP ONLY

8 x4 x 12 MM. £2

TRESTLES for Nos. | & 2 Tops per pair £1 1 0

e "NEW VILLA BALL

ETT.A.; TT.AW. & LFESTT.A; OFFICIAL for 1938-9.

As the technique of Table Tennis has developed, so it has been found
necessary to improve the qualities of the ball, The ““New Villa” ball is
the result of long research and experiment by Spaldings in close
co-operation with leading players. It is definitely the finest ball ever
produced and is entirely British made.

Club Prices: X X X 48/~ X X 33/~ X24/- per gross

ALL SPALDING PRICES ARE FIXED NETT. CUSTOMERS THERE-
FORE CAN BE SURE OF PAYING THE LOWEST PRICE FOR THE
BEST POSSIBLE VALUE WHATEVER SPALDING GOODS ARE
BOUGHT. NO FICTITIOUS DISCOUNTS.

Spalding offer a magnificent range of
bats including the « ERIC FINDON "
Autograph at 3/6, The “ TOP-SPIN ”’
at3/11, The *“ POWER CHAMPION "
for 2/9, The «“ CHAMPION ” at 2/9,
The T.I. « VILLA” at 2/6 and a dozen

others at various prices.

From all dealers everywhere and:—

| SPALDING SPORT SHOPS

LONDON: BIRMINGHAM : 2la, Bennetts Hill SOUTHSEA : 94, Palmerston Road
318, High Holborn, W.C.I MANCHESTER : 22, Mosley Street GLASGOW : 60, St. Vincent Street
78, Cheapside, E.C.2 LIVERPOOL : 20, Lord Street EDINBURGH: 3, Sth. Charlotte Street
212, Putney Bridge Road, S.W.I5 LEEDS: 3, King Edward Street BELFAST : {5, Lombard Street

@® Write for Illustrated Catalogue :—SPALDING BROS., PUTNEY, LONDON, SW.I5 @

When purchasing, please ider Advartisers in this publi
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Merseyside Upholds Fine Reputation

Ronnie Rumjahn, aged

ANOTHER Open Merseyside tourna-
ment has come and gone with its train
of surprises and features, its pleasures for
player and spectator alike. For years the
““Merseyside ’’ has set up a high standard
in quality, quantity, smooth-running,
and in its finals night at the Colliseum-like
Picton Hall; and for years I have
wondered how the officials of the Liver-
pool League have managed it.

This year I wondered gnore than ever,
for the tournament just ended has capped
everything that went before it, and there
was not a single hitch. True, its entry
was slightly below that of last year, but
an entry of 366 is a big one to handle,
the more especially since the number of
““foreign ** entries from all parts of the
country, exempted until the Saturday
afternoon, was higher than it had ever
been. To do it successfully, to the satis-
faction of the player more so than the
spectator, is something of which the
Liverpool League can feel proud.

BUT Liverpool’s satisfaction does not
end there. There is also a great deal
in the fact that a strong challenge from
the South was successfully met. Except
for Bergmann’s winning of the men’s
singles (and he is not looked upon as a
southerner), not a single title went that
way, while two and a half remained in
the city. In addition, there was the
play of the Rumjahn family, especially
that of eleven-year-old Ronnie. By
winning his way to the final of the junior
singles Ronnie took the place of his elder
brother, Teddy, to meet Teddy’s old rival
and conqueror, Ken Stanley of Man-
chester. I shall never be quite sure in

EXHIBITIONS

INTERNATIONAL AND SWAYTHLING
CUP PLAYERS

W. STENNETT
59, DANES COURT, WEMBLEY PARK, Middlesex
CITy 2261

PIONEERS OF MODERN
TABLE TENNIS
CLOTHING

Women's ‘ Skorts,’’
grey flannel, well-tailored,
at 12/6 pair.
Women'’s Trousers,well-
tailored, grey worsted, 23/6
pair.

Shirts or Blouses, from
3/6 each.
Official  Shirts, zipp
fronts, Men'ss 6/7 Women's

Grey Shoes, crepe soles
and heels, with zipp or
lace, at 6/11 pair.

J. ROSE & SON

39 LONDON RD.,S.E.1
Phone : WAT, 5432-3

By J. D. Pattison (*“ Dunbar’’)

my mind whether Ken took his young
opponent too easily or not, but he cer-
tainly could not do so for long. Ronnie
gave him a fine fight and had his defence
been just a little more sound would have
made it exceedingly awkward for Stanley.
OST interesting of all is the line which

can be drawn through their meeting

and that of Stanley and Bergmann in the
open singles, Stanley took a game out of

THE JANUARY ISSUE

Readers will note that the present
issue of the Magazine consists of 20 pages,
instead of the usual 16.

The increase was decided upon because
of the tremendous activity of Leagues
during the coming month, in addition
to which there are the National Cham-
pionships in London, the Tour of Foreign
Players, the Area Trials, and the con-
tinnation of the Wilmott Cup and Rose
Bow! knock-outs.

All Leagues are asked to make efforts
to increase the sale this month in order
to justify the additional expense for
Printing, Postage, etc., and attention is
specially called to the fact that for the
special occasions mentioned it is possible
to send supplies, ‘‘On Sale or Return,”’
at the 50 per cent. reduction in cost.
Sale of the Magazine, therefore, is a
means of increasing the revenue at these
affairs. It will be noticed from the
Fixture List that there are six Open
Tournaments during January.

We regret that owing to lack of space
we have been compelled to suspend for
this month our regular series * Postbag,’’
“London C. S. Clubs’’ and * George’s
Encyclopeedia.>

Bergmann and ran him to 19 in the third,
and Ronnie took one out of Stanley, It
makes the youngster look very good.

Ronnie was not the only one of his family
to stand out. Recently I criticised the play
of his elder brothers, Peter and Teddy. I
have received my answer, Peter, handi-
capped with a hockey-injured wrist, showed
form as fine as he has ever done, while Teddy

went even better. Few expected him to
account for Cohen and Brook, yet he did
so in no uncertain manner, and by good table
tennis. It put him in the semi-final, while
the brothers also reached that stage of the
men’s doubles by disposing of Brook and
Stennett.

In fact, the tournament has reborn in
Liverpool hopes that had crashed badly
following the inter-city game with Manchester.

UTSTANDING of all the finals,

of course, was the men’s singles between
Bergmann and Hyde. Never in its history
has the Merseyside seen a more classic
exhibition, and although there had been
strong hopes among Liverpool people that
Ken Hyde would pull it off, no one who
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Il, Provides Surprise

saw Bergmann win can grudge him one
particle of his success. With an impreg-
nable defence, made the more so by his
exceptionally fine footwork, his clever
anticipation of Hyde’s judiciously used
drop shots and his wonderful accuracy, he
met Hyde’s fiercest attacks and conquered
them. Admittedly Hyde was at times
slightly inaccurate with his drives, and
unlucky to find the net-cord instead of
the table, yet Bergmann was always the
master, even while allowing Hyde to
dictate the trend of the game.

It was a great show the two put up, and
together they formed too strong a partnership
for anything in the men’s doubles, winning
it without conceding a game to anybody,
even to that well tried and often successful
Manchester combination of Casofsky and
Cromwell.

A NAME hitherto little known on Mersey-

side, but one which will be remembered
for a long time, cropped up to win the
women’s singles, that of Mrs. D. Stead, of
Bradford. Her passage to the final had been
strewn with *“ rocky " opponents, but through-
out all her games she showed those qualities
which Miss G. Mace, of London, found too
much for her in the final—a steady, sound
defence, the ability to pick the right ball
to hit, and a cool, calm head.

Miss N. Norrish and Miss E. Malley then
raised Liverpool’'s Rose Bowl Competition
hopes by winning the women’s doubles.
They, too, had to fight hard in every round,
but they displayed good team work and
fighting qualities. The mixed doubles gave
Hyde and Miss Norrish considerably less
trouble. Indeed, they should have beaten
Baron and Miss Harding without losing a
game, as they had Casofsky and Miss
Steventon previously.

So ended a fine tournament, on which I
would like to join with Mr. H. Oldroyd, the
president of the E.T.T.A.,, who presented
the prizes, in congratulating the Liverpool
League.

. RESULTS

Men’s Singles.—Semi-final: J. K. Hyde beat E. J.
Rumjahn 21-17, 21-16; R. Bergmann beat B, Casofsky
21-13, 21-13. Final: Bergmann beat Hyde 21-14, 2113,
18-21, 21-15.

Women's Singles.—Semi-final : Miss G. Mace beat Miss
E. Campbell 21-13, 21-17; Mrs. D. Stead beat Miss E.
Steventon 20-22, 21-18, 21-16. Final: Mrs. Stead beat
Miss Mace 21-19, 21-17.

Junior Singles.—Semi-final: R. M. Rumjahn beat C,
Evans 2111, 20-22, 21-13 ; K. Stanley beat M. Greenberg
15-21, 21-11, 21-13. Final: Stanley beat Rumjahn
21-18, 20-22, 21-10.

Men’s Doubles.—Semi-final: J. K. Hyde and R. Bergmann
beat F. B. Knott and H. Knibbs 21-8, 21-12 ; B. Casofsky
and F. Cromwell beat P. U. and E. J. Rumjahn 21-18,
21-16. Final: Hyde and Bergmann beat Casofsky and
Cromwell 21-13, 21-16,

Women's Doubles.—Semi-final : Miss N. East and Miss
J. Harding beat Miss E. Steventon and Miss W. Stott
22-20, 16-21, 21-15 ; Miss N. Norrish and Miss E. Malley
beat Miss L. Robinson and Miss A. Taylor 21-17, 19-21,
21-11. Final: Miss Norrish and Miss Malley beat Miss
East and Miss Harding 20-22, 21-17, 21-19.

Mixed Doubles.—Semi-final: L. Baron and Miss J.
Harding beat W. Stennett and Miss N. East 21-9, 18-21,
21-16 ; J. K. Hyde and Miss N. Norrish beat B, Casofsky
and Miss E. Steventon 21-16, 21-14, Final : Hyde and
gliss Norrish beat Baron and Miss Harding 21-6, 11-2j,
1-9.

Men’s Consolation Singles.—Final : K. Mitchell beat
E. Offer 21-16, 21-15.

Women’s Consolation Singles.—Final: Miss L. Barnes
beat Miss N. East 17-21, 21-17, 21-13,
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GILBERT MARSHALL

WELL-KNOWN OFFICIAL

*

GROUSES

IME was when keen tournament

players, having been successful in
reaching the final of one or more events,
arrived home in the small hours of Sun-
daymorning. I personally wellremember
a little trip back from Watford in a blinding snowstorm.

G. W. Marshall.

Those days are no longer with us, as, except in one or two
isolated instances, the majority of tournaments now have
“Final Nights,” complete with one table in the middle of
the hall, rows of chairs neatly arranged for spectators, who
are asked to pay varying prices of admission. All very nice
—for the organisers !

BUT how is it that the public can be asked to pay, and
do pay, quite high admission charges? It is because
table tennis nowadays is a thrilling spectacle calculated to
draw the crowds, when played by first-class players.

Now, to enable the tournament authorities to reserve special
nights for the Finals, players are asked to travel to the venues
of the tournaments on no less than four occasions, i.e., one
night for groups, one night for doubles, one night for singles
“knock-out ”’ rounds, and one night for finals. This is all
very well, and from the point of view of a player who is a
comparative novice may even be beneficial, as, with little
hope of reaching the finals, he will only have to travel on
three nights, and will have the Saturday free. But the inter-
nationals and other first-class players who are relied upon by
the organisers to reach the finals and so draw a crowd, have
to waste time and money on four journeys!

In the north, all tournaments are run on the knock-out
principle. This has its drawbacks, the chief of which is that
a tremendous amount of congestion is bound to occur on the
Saturday, but players are saved time in travelling and money
in fares.

In my view, and in the view of other first-class players,
it is high time that some concession was made to us in the
shape of excusal from groups,

REPLIES

R. GILBERT MARSHALL thinks

that the ‘ first-class’ player is not
fairly dealt with. I disagree. After all,
table tennis is a ““ sport ’’ not a ““racket ”’
and compared with the few first-class
players in this country there are many hundreds of the second
class and many more hundreds in no class at all, who play
in tournaments for just the love of the game, and with no
hope of ever winning anything.

The present method of play gives everyone a chance and,
if lucky in the draw, even the ordinary club player may get
to the knock-out and even the quarter-finals,. Why then
exempt certain players from the preliminary rounds to meet
the others after they have struggled through the ruck ?

And who is to decide who will get this special treatment ?
There are many and varied ideas as to who are the first-class
players in this country and there are very very few who can
be certain of winning against even the best of our club players.

E. A. Vennell

IAGREE it is a lot to expect players to journey four
nights in a week, or a fortnight, to some of the London
tournaments played on the group system. But why has this
system grown up ? Because of the complaints of the first-class
players that conditions, when the knock-out was played
right up to the finals on the last night, were not satisfactory.
And, if it is inconvenient to players, why do they enter ?
They are not compelled to enter all events, and surely it is
because they want to compete! They need not enter the
doubles and the singles—if they do so then it is because they
can spare the time and like it.

AND why this plea for the first-class player ? Mr. Marshall
talks about the ‘‘tournament authorities ”’ as if they are
some outside people ‘“making money” on them. Is it
not a fact that all tournament organisers are players,
who give up their game to run a tournament ? Speaking for
London—and that is all T know much about—it is my experi-

ence that we all have months of hard work preparing for our
annual affairs. Take Whitfields—Frank

and, perhaps, excusal from entry
fees.

l HAVE another grumble. To reach
the semi-final of a stngles tournament
a player has to play through a group

All Agreed Say Aye!

Gilbert Marshall sends us the following
list, giving his opinion of the best English
players ranked in their present order of

Wilson and Bill Livy ; Watford, the
Roberts. family and Basil Spratling;

Middlesex, Mr. Ingram and Mr.
Waldron ; West Middlesex, Frank
Milligan and Mr. Scarman; North

London, Messrs. Steel and Dallow ;

(say five mz}tches) and through four merit. Wembley, Jack Tebb and Eileen
rounds, making about nine matches in 1. E. BUBLEY. Finch ; = Surrey, Mr. Milton and his
all. To reach the final of a doubles 2. A. A, HAYDON, helpers: and the London—with the
competition, players as a rule have 3. H. LurIEe. players themselves.
to play through about four rounds 4. E. J. Fu.Bv. ]
only, and yet in many tournaments 5. M. BERGL. _ And making money ! That’s a good
doubles finalists receive prizes but g G. IV{V . glARSHALL- joke. I have no hesitation in saying
singles semi-finalists receive nothing, s ]{ B:&RO?QDE. that many Open Tournaments in
although they have probably paid as 9 S Coims, London are run at a loss, in spite of the
much in entry fees as both the 10. C. SEAMAN. fact that there is usually no rental,
doubles finalists. 11. E, HARDMAN. 11gh(;clnfg, e‘{c.l; to p:}}:. Ifa clgarge wetr)e
: 12. B, CASOFSKY. maae I1or labour €re wou never pe
If some move is necessary {rom 13. H. RosEN. another tournament run.

the Association, I would suggest that
tournament committees be authorised
to carry out the proposals outlined
above.

data.

S. PROFFITT not ranked owing to insufficient

We await comments.

And the “first-class”’ players? Well,
they do get all the fun, and all the
prizes.

ERe o0
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OVER THE NET &4

OUTHERN England was just beginning

to take its coat off and enter on a
campaign of aggression against the North
as we entered the ET.T.A. offices this
month. It seems that someone in the
North has been indulging in some rather
blatant caterwauling of the Central
European kind; but after an eventful
meeting at Featherstone Buildings, a
Policy of Peaceful Penetration was at last
agreed upon.

The incendiary passages which threa-
tened momentarily to upset the table
tennis peace of England were published
in a newspaper of a town, perhaps unfairly
notorious for its humidity, though London
thinks this is just about the wettest thing
even Manchester has produced. It reads:

‘“The Merseyside open championships
resulted in a strong London entry meeting
their usual fate. Players like Baron and
Carrington, tipped as being the players of
the year, did nothing of note, and Miss
J. Harding and Miss G. Mace had a similar
experience in the women’s events.

““ So it goes on, tournament after tourna-
ment, with the local stars on top. Yet
when the English teams are chosen the
Northern representatives are usually in
the minority.

‘“ Certain London stars who keep winning
Southern tournaments will not come North
to compete in our events,I am told, because
they know they cannot win and would thus
spoil their chances of international badges.”
Another Manchester paper says:

““ Richard Bergmann received the biggest
shock of his career. He met Manchester’s
Ken Stanley in the quarter finals, and
after reaching one game all Bergmann
secured a 14-11 lead in the final game,
Stanley crept to draw level at 19 all.
Bergmann managed to pull off the title.
The selectors will have the wrath of the
North about their heads if Stanley is
omitted from the next English team to
play in the World Championships.”

* * *

HIS has not unnaturally inspired a

little personal concern by the London
stars, who feel that action must be taken.
It has also rather more seriously perturbed
the Association, who read into writings
of this nature a genuine feeling in the
North that preference is given to Southern
players.

Anything akin to serious friction, any
sort of North v. South wrangle at all,
would be one of the worst possible things
for the game. It would be pleasant to
hear from Manchester people that they
themselves are not in agreement with
what must at the most charitable be
considered a piece of ill-informed writing.

* * *

It is interesting to consider the figures
on this North and South business. This
is what they show.

Since 1930 there has been 9 Swaythling
Cup teams selected—45 places. Of these
19 have been filled by London and District

players, 20 by Manchester and District
players, and Haydon has played 6 times.

In the Corbillon Cup, since its inception,
there have been 20 places filled—13
London and District and 7 the North and
the Midlands. No one who follows the
game can claim that by selecting the
majority of the women from ILondon
any injustice has been done.

Selections against Wales and Ireland
are even more eloquent. Since the com-
mencement of the series with Walesin 1923
40 places have been filled by London and
28 from the Midlands and the North,
although the Manchester League wasn’t
formed until 1927 and certainly had no
first-class players until 1930.

Against Ireland 25 places have been
filled by Northern players against 10 by
London and district.

* * *

ND now we come to these “ frightened”’

London players who won't take their
talents up North. ILondoners have visited
Northern tournaments, because the Asso-
ciation have asked them to. They have
driven all through the night to do so.
In fact a feature of Northern tournaments

DOES YOUR WIFE BEAT YOU?

in recent years has been the presence of
at least some keen Londoners.

But when do these Northerners come
South ? We look in vain for Northern
names in the record of the major tourna-
ments of the South.

* * *

THINGS that might have been better

expressed include this month, we feel,
the delegate to the Women'’s Conference
who said, about women’s dress, ‘‘ Some
shorts are O.K., but can’t we limit their
length ? »’ Here, surely, is the brevity
of wit.

And there was something a little tactless
about the three Grimsby delegates who
arrived late and confessed that they had
been ‘‘gonged ” on the road. Putting
these two together makes our table tennis
girls seem a bit fast, don’t you think ?

* * *

HERE will be a lot of satisfaction,

we think, at the Executive Council’s
efforts to inaugurate a League competition
for Mixed Doubles teams. This is a
branch of the game which is becoming
increasingly popular, and the suggestion
for a league contest, which emerged from
the women’s conference, coincides happily
with the offer of a cup by the President.

* * *

FISHY by proximity, this story is

vouched for. It comes {from the
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Sussex Tournament, held in a hall at the
end of Hastings Pier. Along the pier
were a line of anglers, when a man came
up and asked the way to the ‘“ ping pong ”
tournament.

“Do you mean table tennis ? ”’ asked
an enthusiast near by. ‘“Well,” com-
mented one of the anglers, ““ I'm fishing,
but when it’s a competit’'n they call it

H bRs
angling. " * %

ILBERT’S luckless policeman has

nothing on the table tennis coach
when it comes to unhappy lots. This is
a true tale of the well-known player
coaching two most promising girls at the
same time.

Noticing that Miss A was inclined to
hit a little high, he put her through a
course of “chop pushing,” and kept her
at it for hours. Then he noticed that
Miss B was taking her hits too low, and
put her through an exhaustive course of
quick-hitting.

In the middle of these courses both
entered for a tournament, and as luck
would have it, they met. Miss B, with
her new quick-hitting, simply hit through
poor Miss A, whose ‘‘ chop push ”’ wasn’t
the least bit of good against it. And
what Miss A told the coach is nobody’s

business. N * *

Hyman Lurie and Eric Filby had quite
an adventure in Sweden, thanks to
travelling on a train which, they dis-
covered too late, did not stop at their
station.

Very much troubled, they were debating
what to do when the train slowed down
through the town, and Lurie decided to
make a jump for it. Jump he did, and
landing on soft earth, did himself no
great harm. But imagine his chagrin
when the vigilant guard pulled up the
train to see what had happened, and
Filby alighted with all the dignity of
Royalty.

* * *

E end with one more story. It is
about Vana, sitting in a London
hotel writing letters home.

When he had finished he gathered them
up and took them some distance to the
Post Office for stamps. Back he came,
stuck the stamps on and—walked all the
way back to the Post Office to post them !

Sticky ? But it’s true.

* * *

TOP PRESS. How’s thisforenthusiasm?

Mr. W. A. Peters, honorary secretary
of the North-Eastern ILeague, and the
Ribblesdale chairman, is just about again
after a serious operation. His first night
out was at the Ribblesdale Championships;
his second, three days later, at the North
East Lancashire event.

Congratulations, Mr.
the spirit.

Peters. That’s
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M. A. Symons talks

YOU should always bear in mind two
maxims for attack. The first is to
hit the ball kard when you do hit—with
all your might when you get an easy
one. You will thus get freedom of action
with your stroke, for it is impossible to
put all your weight into your stroke
unless your arm goes through freely after
you have hit the ball.

Correct footwork and poise follow auto-
matically when you hit with all your
force, and you will position yourself for
your stroke unconsciously. That is the
best way for you to start learning attack.
You cannot be watching or thinking
about your feet or stance while you
play ; attention to those points will do
later on when you have “ got the hang
of the stroke.

It is a perfectly nafural thing for you to
try to hit with all your might at the ball
sometimes, so give play to
. this desire whenever you
- have got a really easy
- return. To learn to play
every stroke in an easy,
natural manner is a cer-
tain way to success in
table tennis, so start off
by learning to Aif properly.
Do not be satisfied with
- a ‘“toy” shot—a fairly
hard stroke which is good
enough to get past players
who have little or no

M. A. Symons
defence. Learn to go all out for a winner,

No.4—Attack and the uses of spin |

hitting the ball so hard that it would beat .
almost anyone.

You will find you cannot do this if you
take the ball too near your body or in front
of your body. XKeep your eye fixed on the
ball as it is coming over to you, siep back a
short pace with your vight foot (for a forehand
hit), raise your right (racket) arm, swing back
your arm, open your shoulders, and then
hurl your arm forward with all your might,
letting the body go with it. The ball should
be hit about three-quarter arm’s length, and
if you are trying to hit a short ball you should
lean over the table with your stroke, other-
wise you will strike the ball after stretching
forward your arm, which is always bad. As
you take your right foot back you should
take your weight on to it and then throw
your weight on to your left foot as you
make the stroke. (You will do this naturally
if you concentrate upon hitting the ball really
hard.)

Do not worry if you miss your stroke at
first. Keep at it and don’t (please /) allow
yourself to be satisfied with a half-hit because
you are afraid of hitting the ball off.

On attack you must be optimistic and
think that your shot will go on. Stick at
it until you succeed. It is almost as easy
to hit a high ball very hard as it is to—
well-——just hit it. Now is the time for
you to learn a good stroke. Persevere
until you have a stroke worth having.

Successful repetition of stroke depends
greatly upon quickness in recovery from
your last hit. Good players always play

on the assumption that any shot is return-

to the BEGINNER

able, and they do not let up until they see
the ball is out of play. Try to recover your
balance after a hard hit, otherwise you
will be left standing awkwardly, and if
your shot is returned, perhaps more by
good luck than judgment, you will have
the mortification of losing a point which
you will feel (quite rightly) that you ought
to have won.

Now for the second maxim: it is that
your attack must be consistent. You must
be able to repeat your stroke—twice, thrice—
as often as is necessary. Having learned to
hit really hard you must learn also to hit
often. Having got a shot you must learn to
control it and make it into a stroke, 7.e., a
shot you can repeat and vary at will. Other-
wise you will fall into the error of nearly
all moderate players : trying your hit against
unsuitable returns. Learning your hit pro-
perly will teach you to swing your arm right
through after you have actually struck the
ball (which is known as ‘‘ follow through ”),
and your next step is to cultivate a top-spin
stroke, for use in attacking returns which
bounce lower than the net,

Begin by stroking your racket against the
back of the ball at the same time as you hit
it forward, getting a forward stroke move-
ment with an upward finish. This will impart
the necessary ‘‘lift ” to enable the ball to
clear the net safely. Practise this forward
and upward stroke movement and you will
develop a steady top-spin drive. You must
be satisfied with a slowish stroke until you
gain some confidence in your drive; then
speed up your shot by bringing your arm
through more quickly.

RACKETS
GOODWOOD

THE EHRLICH

THE GOLD
AUTOGRAPH 3/-

MEDAL 3/6

THE ALL
ENGLAND 2/6

THE KEN HYDE
AUTOGRAPH 2/9

VANA

THE BAT OF THE
WORLD CHAMPION

RACKETS
GOODWOOD

THE HAGUENAUER
AUTOGRAPH 2/9

THE BLUE
STREAK 3/-

THE MASCOT | THE ERIC HYDE
2/3 AUTOGRAPH 2/9
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Stennett holds
Civil Service Title

—but only just!

THE sixteenth Civil Service Champion-
ships, and the second to be held at the
Metropole, C.S. indoor sports headquarters,
concluded with some magnificent play in
the finals on December 2.

Chappell, last year’s runner-up, this year
lost to Heywood (beaten by Stennett in the
semi-final last season) in the semi-final. Rose,
after reaching the other semi-final, was ill
on finals night, and Stennett, after an
unwelcome walk-over, had to meet a player
already warmed up in the last round.

Scarcely surprising, therefore, that Hey-
wood, hitting well, took the first game easily
and established a lead in the second. Here,
however, Stennett steadied, cut out his
“flick ”” which was not proving very success-
ful, and, slightly rattling his opponent by a
good pull-up, took the game after 20-all had
been called. Stennett also won a close third
game, but lost the fourth after two deuces.

In the fifth Heywood took an early lead,
but Stennett pulled up and went away to win
at 21-17 and retain his title.

The women’s singles saw another fight
between the Emdin sisters, and Dora won,
as she usually does nowadays.

In the men’s doubles Martin and Wearing,
last year’s winners, appeared against Heywood
and Goodwin., Stennett and Archer, runners-
up last season, had lost earlier on to Best and
Thomas, and now it was Martin and Wearing’s
turn to lose—but only after five very closely
fought games. And were the W.D.O. boys
pleased to win their first title !

The women’s doubles was a battle between
the stalwart War Office team, the Misses
Burton and Dakin, and Doris Emdin and Miss
Hollebone. The W.O. showed much better
team work.

Mixed doubles saw another pair of holders
defeated, Wilmott and Doris Emdin going
down after a close match with Archer and
Dora Emdin.

The holder was more fortunate in the
veterans’ event, Glover—energetic Pooh-Bah
of Service table tennis—managed to stave
off the challenge of a newcomer to the veteran
class in Harry Wearing.

Junior winners were Miss Purvis, of the
Ministry of Labour, and Swane, of the
Savings Bank, G.P.O.

Trophies were presented by Mrs. Ince at a
well-attended dance on December 8.

The Service won their first round match
in the Rose Bowl competition against
London Banks, 5-0. Miss Burton and Mids
French played in the singles, and Misses
Burton and Dakin were the doubles pair.

The Service plays Birmingham at the
Metropole, Whitehall Place, S.W.1l, on
January 11, and a big crowd is expected—
last year over 600 saw a similar match. The
event is advertised elsewhere in this issue.

A home match against the London League
will be played at the Metropole on February 23.

TABLE TENNIS

Rosen’s Best Performance Yet
WINS WEST LONDON TITLES

THE West London championships, a'
the Bradix Club, Acton, produced by
far and away the best table tennis of the
season (writes J. W. A. Connolly).
Particularly pleasing was the consistent
hitting instead of the slow tactics of
recent weeks.

In the men’s singles semi-finals Gilbert
Marshall and Harry Rosen played spec-
tacular if not orthodox tennis. Surprising
to find the hard hitting Marshall outhit
by young Rosen. In the other tie
Maurice Bergl repeated his Home Counties
victory over L. Baron, in straight sets.

In a grand final Bergl had Rosen
nervous with his clever positioning and
quick through hit. He took the first set
to 15, had to fight hard to get the next
at deuce, and then seemed to have the

game in his pocket. But Rosen came
back wonderfully and produced the best
tennis he has given in London. He
chopped heavily, drove ball after ball
with beautiful length to the back lines
and got in at the finish with his back-hand
flick to outpace Bergl, and took the next
three games in a string at 13, 14 and 7.

The women'’s final was a trifle disappointing
because of the defensive tactics of Miss
Hodgkinson and Mrs. Collier, and the pace
was slow after the men’s event.

There was some excuse for Mrs. Collier
since she had dashed across London to
come straight on the tables after playing in
two finals in the East London event, where
she won the women’s singles. Miss Hodg-

kinson was just too steady and won 21-20,
21-16, but neither player gave her best
performance.

Rosen took his second title in the men’s

Marcus and Rosen, West London doubles winners, in play.

World Championships

WE have now received an advance pro-
gramme for the World Championships
to be held in Egypt from March 6th to
11th. It is elaborately printed in French,
German, English, and Arabic. On the
front cover is the Sphynx; on the back
Pyramids and the Nile. Inside, there
are pictures of the Palace of the Royal
Agricultural Society at Cairo, where the
championships are to take place.

CIVIL SERVICE v. BIRMINGHAM
METROPOLE BUILDINGS,

Whitehall Place, W.C.2
Wednesday, llth January, at 7.30 p.m.
Tickets éd. from :—

MR. E. F. TASSELL, *“ CANTUAR,"”
PIGGOTSWILL LANE, HARPENDEN, HERTS.

WEST of ENGLAND CHAMPIONSHIPS

February 17th & 18th at Paignton & Torquay
All Usual Events
Entrance forms from—
Hon. Sec.: T. Ralph Rossiter, 4 Bishop’s Place, Paignton.
Players living more than 20 miles distant
exempt until the 18th.

BARNA, BELLAK, BERGMANN, etc., competing
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sets at 21-20, 21-18. If the winners estab-
lished themselves as one of the best of our
London mixed pairings, the new partnership
of Rosen and Miss Blackbourn showed
distinct promise, because both are stylists.
Joan Young, the West Ealing player, and
Audrey Fowler, of Wembley, won their first
big title in a keen match with Mrs. D. Ball
and Mrs. I. Lentle, The match went to
deuce in the first set and to 19 in the second,
and the youngsters were rewarded for their
consistency throughout the week’s play.

RESULTS.

Singles.—(Men’s) : H. Rosen beat M.
Bergl 15-21, 20-21, 21-14, 21-13, 21-7.
(Women’s) : Miss P. Hodgkinson beat Mrs,
H. Collier 21-20, 21-16. Doubles.—(Men’s) :
B. Marcus and H. Rosen beat J. H. Carrington
and R. Moreton 21-17, 21-20, 20-21, 21-17;
(Women’s)y : Miss J. Young and Miss A.
Fowler beat Mrs. I. Lentle and Mrs. D. Ball
21-20, 21-19; (Mixed) : L. Baron and Miss
J. Harding beat H. Rosen and Miss E.
Blackbourn 21-20, 21-18.




TABLE TENNIS

THE MAGIC CARPET

FIRST JOUIRNEY

By Our

‘[_IAVING four days’ holiday from the

would just enjoy myself having a good |chariot of his, and it was quite obvious that

Extra Special

Correspondent

I now realised that Bill Pope had given |with preparations for the Yorkshire closed
office over Christmas, I thought I|me no instructions about guiding this blessed championships.

Over in CHESTER they were very pleased

lounge, but the doctor said ‘‘No, what |it would only go where it wanted—and that | about the victory of W, Divine in the Junior

I needed was a change.”
He laughed as he said it—I
suppose he must have re-

LONDON LAUGHS: ALBERT HALL

Singles at Rhyl. First time a
Chester lad has won an open
title.  The Chester men beat

membered a good joke, but he
wouldn’t tell me what it was.

Well, I can’t afford a trip
abroad, so I went to see Mr.
Pope, who is the only man I
know who can solve problems
like this.

“Bill,” I said, ‘ the doctor
tells me I need a change.”

“ Well,” said W.].P., “ you're
always on the mat—why not
spend Xmas on the carpet
instead ?

“ What carpet ? ” I asked.

“ Why, the old Magic Carpet
in the cupboard there ; it’ll take
you where you like. You just
say ‘Top-spin’ to start it off,
and when you want to stop,
you say ‘ Chop ".”

I'm ready to try anything
once, so I dusted the old carpet,
sat carefully in the middle and
chirruped * Top-spin ! ” Yes,
it worked all right, and off we
went.

It seemed to go at a good
speed, and as I didn’t know
much about its direction, I
thought I'd try the brakes out.
“Chop,” T called ; sure enough
we stopped—inside a table-tennis
club.

A young man came up;
‘“ Mr. Pope said you were coming,
I'm very glad to see an E. T.T.A.
man up here.”

‘“ Where am I, then,” I asked.

‘“ Oh, this is SCARBOROUGH
Y.M.C.A. club you know, things
are looking pretty bright here.
That’s Nilsson playing now.
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Useful, eh ? Of course, he leads
our first team. Both Nilsson
and the team are unbeaten, you
know. Over there is young King,
of our second division team—he hasn’t been
beaten either, although he has had some
hard fights against the U.A.B. and Institute
Casuals.”

“I hope you fellows meet us in the ‘ Smith’
Cup,” remarked another boy, bearing the
Liberal Club badge, “ we’ve only dropped one
point in the third division, although it’s our
first season.”

“ Well,” I said, ‘‘ one thing is clear to me,
either Nilsson or King must get beaten in
the ‘ Gardner’ Cup next month. It’s all a
matter of top-spin “-—but we were off again
on the Carpet.

¢ I'm sorry, but it’s the only way I can take his service’

was where table tennis was played. So I just
called ‘“ Top-spin ”’ and ““ Chop ”’ at random
and found myself visiting the local head-
quarters all over the country.

N BARNSLEY, they told me how the town

teams were making their mark in the
Yorkshire County competitions. Their teams
in the Grade A and B and ladies’ inter-
league sections are all doing well. In the
knock-out both men and women’s teams have
reached the semi’s, and their motto is now
“From Hull, H—Il, and Halifax, good
Lord deliver us!” They are busy now

I0
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Warrington fairly comfortably
in the Wilmott Cup, and have
high hopes about the next round
against Manchester Business
Houses. Chester ladies went
down, of course, to Liverpool in
the Rose Bowl, but not without
a struggle, in which Vera Wood-
fine beat Edie Malley, of Liver-
pool.  This match was most
encouraging to the local girls.

Miss Guest guessed wrong for
once in her league match against
Miss Stead—it’s not a bad thing
for the lesser lights when these
unbeaten records go.

EXT we dropped in on

Mr. J. C. Baker, Hon. Sec.
of the new and energetic NORTH
STAFFS ASSOCIATION. They
don’t ‘“ potter ”’ about here, you
know. Two more leagues have
joined up, making six since
November.

Stafford, one of the newcomers,
did things in style for their first
home inter-league match, but
sprung a Leek and lost 3-13.
Never mind, Stafford, next year
Leek may be in the soup !

Crewe, the other newcomers,
lost by a short head at Uttoxeter,
7-9.

Leek ladies are strong, too.~
They beat West Bromwich 4-1
in the Rose Bowl, and challenge
Birmingham next.

Thereistalk of combining with
the South Staffs leagues to make
a pukka County Association
next year. This would be a
powerful combination, taking in
both Wolverhampton and West
Bromwich. To set the ball roll-
ing they are staging a North wv.
South Staffs match early in the
New Year. Good foreverybody, these meetings!

OWN to Devon. EXETER are still top
dogs there., Why, they beat the South
Devon team 8-1 and Plymouth 8-3. The first
match was in the Wilmott cup. They have a
County Championship (team) competition,
for the cup given by Sir Edgar Plummer,
and Exeter seem to be a good thing for that,
too. I think Ilfracombe will make them work
though ; they pipped Plymouth by 6-5.
I heard that F. G. Grigg won the Exeter
Men’s Singles Championship, and, playing
with L. Suter, took the Doubles also.
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Magic Carpet—Continued from page 10.

Little Miss Brock again provided the
fireworks in the Ladies’ singles—she is playing
with Betty Blackbourn in the Rose Bowl
match against Bristol on January 4. A nice
young team, this, but I'm not sure whether
Betty will reap the benefit of her ‘‘ experi-
ence "’ trip to London, just yet.

BY this time I was beginning to get a little
Jbit dizzy, and in the end I got muddled
with the password. Instead of calling
“Chop,” I sang out ‘‘ Drop-shot,” and
landed with a bump in the E.T.T.A. office,

T}_lere was Bill Pope smoking his cigar and
reading ‘‘ Razzle” as usual. ““ Well, what
do you think of our Magic Carpet,” he said.

“ Not so dusty,” I replied.

“It’s a good carpet,” said he,  very
.good—in fact it’s never been beaten.”

Specialists in

TABLE TENNIS
TROPHIES AND
MEDALS

Suppliers to the E.T.T.A. The
London Table TennisLeague, etc,, etc.

John Taylor & Co.

29, ELY Prace, LONDON, E.C.1
Phone : HOLborn 3169

TABLE TENNIS

Attack Succeeds in N.E. Lancs
By W. A, PETERS

EIGHT Leagues sent 32 singles com-
petitors to play in the third annual
North-East Lancashire Championships at
Burnley, where they thrilled an enthu-
siastic crowd. The arrangements by the
Burnley League were ideal, and deserved
the attention received in the local daily
press.

For the third year in succession, Alan
Matson of Nelson carried off the singles title,
once again defeating his rival, Tom Alston
of Burnley, in an hectic final, with scores
23-21, 18-21, 21-12, 21-13. The semi-
finalists were E. V. Bush (Ribblesdale) and
E. Procter (Burnley).

Matson also captured the doubles title,
held last year by Alston and Holmes, his
partner being E. Dinsdale (also of Nelson).

In the final Matson and Dinsdale
proved too hot for Whitehead and Warburton
of Rossendale who, incidentally, had both
startled the Burnley fans by their hitting
in the singles section.

At the Ribblesdale championships played
at Clitheroe, Kenneth Sherliker took the
singles title from H. Greenwood, holder for
the last two years, and two schoolboys, R. E.
Copeland and J. E. Coates, deposed H.
Greenwood and A. Briggs from the doubles
championship. Forceful play on both back-
hand and forehand is coming into its own in
this League, all the title holders being
youngsters favouring aggression as a means
to win matches.

J. Warburton and H. Whitehead lead the
averages in Rossendale, these two also being
‘“ killers,”” while the Accrington Works giant-
killers use similar styles.

BARNA & BELLAK
FTER a very successful tour of India,
where they played Madras, Lucknow,
Delhi, Aqua, Lahore, Karachi, the two
tourists arrived at Marseilles on December 23.
They played in the French Championships
on December 30th and, before coming to
London, will probably pay a visit to Holland

READERS! PLEASE NOTE.
The following sports shops stock all
official Table Tennis equipment, and
any of the requirements for the game
can be obtained from these Firms. We
hope players will patronise them. They
also stock the official magazine ¢ Table

Tennis,”’
ABERDEEN.—McMillans, Union Bridge.

Rubber Shops, Ltd., 16-18, St. Nicholas St.
ACTON.—Bradix Games, Sports Ground, Kingsdown Ave.
BARNSLEY,—British Co-op. Society.
BLACKPOOL.—]. A. Steer, Waterloo Rd., S.S,
BRADFORD.—W. Carter, 15, Bridge St.

Sports and Pastimes, 37, Westgate.
BURNLEY.—R. Halstead, 289, Padiham Rd., Ightenhill

Park Lane.
CAMBERLEY.—Whites, 36, High St.
DEWSBURY.—W. Wood, 10, Kingsway.
EALING.—Shellshears, 122, Broadway, W.13.
EXETER.—John Webber & Sons, 51, High St.
FAVERSHAM.—T. E. Taylor, 1, Market Pl
GLOUCESTER.—Hudson & Co., 20, Northgate St.,
HULL.—Asbestos & Rubber Co., 24, King Edward St.
LEEDS, 1.—S. M. Wainwright, Leeds Bridge.
LEWES.—Lloyd & Son, 2, Station St.
LIVERPOOL, 1.—A, Smart & Sons, 9, Canning Place.

J. Sharp, Ltd., 36 and 38, Whitechapel.
LONDON.—Gamages, Holborn, E.C.1.

J. W. Hearne, 137, Uxbridge Rd., W.13.

1. Pradal & Co., 26, Goodge St., W.1,

J- Rose & Son, 39, London Rd., S.E.1.

Spalding Bros. (All retail shops.)

Sports House, Ltd., 170, Finchley Rd., N.W.3.

‘Wakelings, 7/9, Clapham Park Rd., S.W.4.
MANCHESTER, 1.—Watson & Mitchells, 1, Newton St.
NEWBURY.—Turner & Sons, 86, Northbrook St.
NOTTINGHAM.—Gunn & Moore, 49, Carrington St,
SOUTHEND.—E. G. Elam, Sports Shop, Weston Rd.
TODMORDEN.—T. W. Greenlees, Church St.
WOKING.—Sports House, Commercial Rd.
WOLVERHAMPTON.,—James Beattie, Ltd.

THE IDEAL SHOE
“TENNIS

TABLE

low rubber heel. Also

available in sunburn or Has folding legs so that it can be stored flat and is made in two
white. sections with speclal locking device.

Youths®’ 2-5 - - 211 SIZE SIZE

Men’s 6-12 - - 1/3/6 8x4 I I'IO 9x5 |2'6

For those who favour the heel-less type of Oxford Shoe,

“ Oxford Style, grey canvas,

equal amount,

BENTALLS -

— the table for small club and home use

and S monthly payments of an
Cash Price 63/-

KINGSTON

introduce their

“JUNIOR CLUB”

Sports Shop
Downstairs

and 5 monthly payments of an
equal amount, Cash Price 67/6

there is a wide range from which to choose
Ranging from 2/63d. to 7/I1d.

DUNLOP RUBBER CO., LTD., WALTON,

LIVERPOOL

ITr

Splendid selection of other tables in stock with and without
legs. Also rackets by leading makers and all accessories.

BENTALLS - Kingston-on-Thames - Phone: Kingston 1001




1t

TABLE TENNIS

EARLY SURPRISES AT WATFORD

Baron Defeats Filby,

ARLY surprises in the Herts Table

Tennis Championship at Watford
were the second round defeat of Harry
Rosen, the West London champion, by
Douglas Cairns (Surrey), and the defeat
of men’s singles title holder Eric Filby by
Teo Baron, in the third round. Baron
played well to beat Bill Stennett in the
semi-final, while Maurice Bergl disposed
of Charlie Seaman,

Baron fought with pluck against Bergl,
tried to tire the Herga man out, failed, and
then came back with some grand hitting as
a last resource. Bergl fell back only slightly
on his topspin attack, hit well through Baron
with his backhand, and, as usual, positioned
himself all too cleverly.

Connie Wheaton retained her singles title
in beating Dora Emdin. Miss Wheaton
played her usual steady game and, though
she dropped the first set 16-21, went on to

MIDLAND OPEN CHAMPIONSHIPS
at Birmingham
ALL EVENTS

February 4th

Entries close Jan. 28th
Entry forms and enquiries
Mr. M. GOLDSTEIN,
222 Alcester Road, Birmingham, I3

Cairns Beats Rosen

take the next two at 19 and 10, by means of
an odd forehand smash here and there, but
at the right moment.

In the earlier rounds Betty Blackbourn,
scored a decisive win over Gwen Mace, but
the triumph was short-lived, because Betty
went out in the next round to Dora Emdin.

Eric Filby and Jack Rogers, men’s doubles
holders, showed themselves to be still one of
the finest pairs we have, in retaining their
title, while the mixed doubles between
Marshall and Miss C. Wheaton and Filby

|and Dora Emdin was refreshing because of
| the interesting hitting throughout.

RESULTS

Men’s Singles,—Semi-finals : L. Baron beat W. Stennett
20-22, 21-13, 21-18; M. Bergl beat C. Seaman 21-15,
6-21, 21-14. Final: M. Bergl beat L. Baron 21-20,
21-10, 19-21, 18-21, 21-18.

Women’s Singles.—Semi-finals: Miss C. Wheaton
(Holder) beat Mrs. Collier 21-16, 21-13 ; Miss Dora Emdin
beat Miss Doris Emdin 2115, 21-18, Final : Miss Wheaton
beat Miss Dora Emdin 16-21, 21-19, 21-10.

Men'’s Doubles.—Semi-finals: L. M, Bromfield and L. J.
Roberts beat E. J. J. Miller and J. Badham 21-16, 14-21,
28-26; E. Filby and J. Rogers beat G. W. Marshall and
L. Baron 21-16, 21-15. Final: Filby and Rogers beat
Roberts and Bromfield 21-10, 21-18, 21-17.

‘Women's Doubleg.—Semi-finals : Miss N. Wood and Miss
Doris Emdin beat Miss P, Fowler and Miss Spratt 21-19,
17-21, 21-16. Miss Dora Emdin and Miss P. Hodgkinson
beat Miss Barnes and Miss Blackbourn 20-22, 21-16,
21-16. Final: Miss Wood and Miss Doris Emdin beat Miss
Dora Emdin and Miss Hodgkinson 21-15, 9-21, 21-19,

Mixed Doubles.—Semi-finals : Miss C. Wheaton and G,
W. Marshall beat Miss B. Wright and S, Matthews 21-13,
21-12 ; Miss Dora Emdin and E. Filby beat Miss Doris
Emdin and H. Jones 21-15, 21-16. Final: Miss Dora
Emdin and1 Filby beat Miss Wheaton and Marshall 15-21,
21-17, 21-19.

West of Scotland Progress

AISLEY Y.M.C.A. have more than

justified their early promise. Following
their narrow defeat by Western Y. M.C.A.
they have scored a great victory over the
Jewish Institute.

Another highlight was the meeting of the
Institute & Western Y.M.C,A., which drew
a crowd of over 400. The Western boys
created history by inflicting the first defeat
their rivals have ever suffered at South
Portland Street, in League, Cup, or friendly
match. The Western Y.M.C.A. now lead by
3 points from Jewish Institute and Paisley.

Glasgow played its first Inter-City match
of the season against Kilmarnock and had
an easy victory, 6—0. The Glasgow boys
were a great attraction in Kilmarnock and
a “ full house ” turned out to see a grand
exhibition of table tennis. Although beaten
so decisively the Kilmarnock players were not
disgraced and their display augurs well for
the future of the game in the district.

The West of Scotland League are sending
a strong team to Barrhead on January 17th
to give a series of exhibitions.

The West of Scotland Championships
commence on January 23rd, and the finals
will be played off on January 26th, in Kingston
Halls, Glasgow. If the present rate of entries
keeps up, then there is sure to be a record
entry for the Men’s Open Singles, Confined
Singles and Women’s Open Singles. The
closing date for these competitions is
January 16th.

From reports in the East, there is a possible
chance of an International between Ireland
and Scotland.

THREE-PIECE TABLE TENNIS BALLS

For the finest players, the finest balls—METEOR! Their flight is always
accurate, because their weight is evenly distributed. Their sturdy con-
struction gives them long life. And they always bounce true, because their
patent three-piece design makes it impossible to hit a seam at right angles.
‘METEOR balls cost only 2/6 a dozen. Use them always for club and

practice play.

HALEX An excellent club ball, with a strong, smooth seam. All Halex
No. 1 balls are true in shape. In standard weight with a matt
ivory white finish they cost only 1/6 a dozen.

No. 1

GET THEM FROM YOUR USUAL SPORTS SHOP

MADE BY THE BRITISH XYLONITE COMPANY LIMITED -

HALE END, E-4
12
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Around—

with

HAVE indeed done a f{fair
amount of looking around at
the tournaments this month, and the
results, to say the very least of it, have

been edifying to a degree. Come on
now, boys; don’t interfere with the
prerogative of the fair sex. Perhaps I

had better stress my point and say that
I have always regarded the man’s task
in our sport to be strong desire to win,
and not to play for pure effect instead.

I can assure the gentlemen who intro-
duce to the tables the varied male fashions
we are apt to see these days that it will
certainly give them prominence, if that
is what they desire most, but on the other
hand it won’t bring them bang in line
with the international selectors. The
general idea seems to be to wear some-
thing unusual, and sure enough they’ll
sit up and take notice.

Let me repeat the warning : leave all
this to the girls. It is, after all, their own
special joie de vivre. Because, candidly,
I'm fed up of seeing berets, hair mnets,
shooting hats, and such like. After all,
even the famous Baron rugby hat has been
shelved. The women players were criti~
cised for not being uniform in their equip-
ment, but that was never intended as a
sig_;lal that our men players should follow
suit.

What I don’t like to see either is a red
’kerchief protruding from just the right
angle, and showing just sufficiently to be
effective, from an absolutely sweet little
navy blue sweater, to give the finishing touch
to just the cutest little blue ensemble you
ever saw. Boys, you just make me tired.
If you want the kudos knock spots off players
like Filby, Bergl or Rosen, or even the good-
natured Benny Marcus. But just leave the
fashions to the ladies.

* * *

Y way of a change I'd like to

say something nice about some-
one else, namely, the Milligans of West
Ealing. Every southern table tennis player
knows Mr. and Mrs. Frank Milligan, and
yet it is the first time I have ever come into
close contact with their methods of running
a tournament. The way they managed the
West London affair at the Bradix Club,
Acton, was a model to all officials,

The Milligans waded through an entry of
close on 500 in six days as though it was
quite a usual thing. They had as many as
fifteen groups in the evening, made sure that
everyone got there to time, and generally

COACHING for any Grade of Player
Phone M A SYMONS vic: 9030 Exc. 4.
ar
Werite :— 9, Cedars Road, S.W.4

Club Coaching &Lectures aSpeciality
SPECIAL INSTRUCTION CLASS EVERY WEDNESDAY
Also : POSTAL COURSE. Details upon application

J. W. A. CONNOLLY

(‘‘Sunday Express’’ sports specialist)

finished everything at soon after ten.

The secret is that Frank keeps his eyes on
the tables, and Mrs. Milligan looks after the
sheets and score cards.

* * *
LTHOUGH it is a bit late in
the season, I extend my greetings
for the festive seasons to all table tennis
players at home and abroad, and a further

wish to our foreign friends that they will all
be with us this month for our English cham-
pionships. Just a footnote that my mail
still keeps on going round the world before
reaching me. My address is 1, Eversleigh
Court, Grosvenor Road, Finchley, London,
N.3, and the ’phone number is Finchley 4794.

As a matter of interest, I find that the
majority of the clubs and officials holding
the various major championships are leaning
towards the two-day tournaments.- I agree
with them that this is the simplest and the
best way of finishing them off. But then
it is as well to remember that we have a
limited number of week-ends to the season,
and in two-day tournaments there must never
be a clashing of dates.

Watford, who run the Hertfordshire Open,
are seriously thinking of turning their event
into a two-day meeting. Taking into con-

sideration the distance people have fo travel
to get to Watford, I think they are wise.
The South of England tournament has already
been shortened in this way this season.

WILMOTT CUP RESULTS

First Round

*Barking beat Southend.

Birmingham beat *Stourbridge 8-1.

Bristol beat *W. Somerset.

*Burnley beat Blackburn.

Chelmsford beat *Ipswich 6-3.

Chester beat ¥Warrington 7-2,

Coventry beat *W. Bromwich 8-1.

*Halifax beat Leeds 7-2.

Liverpool beat *Southport.

Loudon beat *Acton 5-0.

*London Banks beat London Prov. Houses 6-3.

Manchester beat *Bury 9-0.

*Manchester Bus. Houses beat Ashton-u.-Lyue
54,

N.A.L.G.O. beat *N. Middlesex 6-3.

*Nelson beat Ribblesdale 9-0.

Northumberland beat *Carlisle 9-0.

Reddish beat *Mid-Cheshire 8-1,

*Sheffield beat Chesterfield.

S. London beat *Thames Valley 6-3.

Surrey beat *Malden 8-1.

Thameside Industries beat *Ilford.

*Urmston beat Stockport.

Wembley beat *Film Renters 7-2.

Woolwich beat *H.S.A. 6-3.

Second Round
*Birmingham beat Coventry 7-2.
Bournemouth beat *Salisbury 5-4.
Dartford beat *Gravesend 6-3.
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Exeter beat *S. Devon 8-1.
Folkestone beat *Sittingbourne 5-4.
Hull beat *Grimsby 5-3.

*Kings Lynn beat Norwich 7-2,
Lincoln beat *Boston 7-2.
Lowestoft beat *Gt. Yarmouth 8-1,
Luton beat *Cambridge 5-4.
Mansfield beat *Retford 6-3.
*Northants beat Bedford.
Peterborough beat *Spalding 5-4.
*Reading beat Woking 9-0.

Asterisks denote teams having choice of venue.

WESTERN COUNTIES LEAGUE
Results
Men’s Section.—Swindon 8, Bristol 5;
Bath 0, Birmingham 13; Bristol 5,
Birmingham 8.
Women’s Section.—Cardiff 11, Bristol 2 ;
Bristol 4, Swindon 9.

TABLES
Men’s Section

P. W. L. Pts.
Swindon . 3 3 0 6
Birmingham 2 2 0 4
Cardift . 2 1 1 2
Bristol .. .8 1 2 2
Bath .. .. 4 . 0 .. 4 0

Women’s Section

Cardift . . 2 .. 2 0 4
Swindon .. . 2 .01 1 2
Bristol . .. 2 .. 0 2 0




4-A FIRST VISIT

ON Saturday I went to the first
conference of Women Players and
Representatives of the ET.T.A.

After a lovely drive through the country j a modest little board above it,
Where was { Table Tennis Association.”

I arrived at High Holborn.

G\RTOO!( By
C .PiNcHBECK ~ s!uu.

Zg0:0%,
Congmtulanons to My. Pinchbeck, of Hull, for the above

TABLE TENNIS

By Miss M. MacDonald, Bournemouth

No. 64? Ah'! there was the door with
“ English

I went in,

'47@1» \fw

oA = f{(»

f%a{\& : Tit Féi?gh“

We ave always pleased to woeive

cartoons for publication.

G. W. DECKER & SONS,

9, BALDWIN CRESCENT, S.E.5
(Phone: BRIXTON®1i50)
Specialists in

TABLE TENNIS LIGHTING

for E.T.T.A. events during the last
ten years.

LET
STANLEY PROFFITT
TUTOR YOU
FIRST CLASS PLAYER WITH FIRST CLASS
EXPERIENCE. C/o E.T.T.A. OFFICES.
EXHIBITIONS ARRANGED ~ WRITE FOR TERMS
AVAILABLE AT ANY TIME
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stairs led upwards, and
upon each landing
more modest little
signs indicated that it
was still further up.

T arrived, heart beat-
ing rather rapidly,
not with exertion, but with excitement,
for wasn’t I going to meet lots of people
who had been merely names to me before ?
A HASTY tilt at my hat, and I pushed

open the door. Was this the home of
Table Tennis, this not so very large office,
which at first glance seemed too full to
hold anyone else ? Smiles of welcome
from everyone, a discreet shuffle round,
and chairs appeared from nowhere and
I sat down.

Round a long table were seated between
thirty and forty ladies, and at the head of
them were sat three gentlemen very close
together as if for protection. The centre one
stood up, not a very tall man, but one who
made up for lack of inches with personality
and a very engaging smile. This was Mr,
Pope, I learned, our hard working General
Secretary. Not only did he have a smile, but
an excellent memory as well, for he intro-
duced these ladies from all over the country
by name. Only a few newcomers like
myself had to speak up when our names and
towns were called.

Then down to the business of the evening.
Mr. Pope, whose mouth still turns up at the
corners even when he is serious, opened
the proceedings. For nearly four hours we
discussed women’s dress, area trials, fees,
magazines, standard of play, World Cham-
pionships, and everything concerning Table
Tennis. I will not give details for they are
probably being reported by a more able
hand than mine, but the meeting was con-
ducted with utmost decorum.

S the evening went on I found time to

look round. On the walls were notices
and posters, and some most amusing prints
of prehistoric pastimes, including table
tennis played with rocks for balls and
massive clubs for bats. Piles of magazines,
circulars and—I1 guessed—handbooks were
in one corner; posters, forms, papers and
envelopes in another ; a telephone, typewriter,
and press at the far end, and above the
chatter could be heard the roar of London’s
traffic outside.

A feeling of intense admiration stole over
me as I realised that this was where voluntary
helpers managed the affairs of E.T.T.A.
How did they do it ?

Has anyone really thought and appreciated
what does go on in that office ? There are
230 Leagues in England, with a membership
of over 100,000. Magazines are edited and
sent out from here, handbooks compiled,
tournaments and world tours arranged,
clubs affiliated and registered, circulars
dispatched, and numerous other duties per-
formed of which we players know nothing,

I don’t think there can be another sports
association which can boast such energy
and devotion on the part of its officers, and
it is up to all clubs and secretaries to co-
operate and help to lessen the work of these
willing organisers,

Miss M.MacDonald



TABLE TENNIS

NEW COMMITTEE STARTS
WORK

Mixed Doubles:

By Miss R. SMITS

. (Member of National Executive Committee) :

N Saturday, December 3, the first
Women’s Advisory Committee was
held at the head offices of the ET.T.A.
There was a very good attendance, and
it was pleasing to see such a good repre-
sentation of the country. Miss Young,

Miss R. Smils

for instance, had travelled down especi-
ally from Newcastle,

Apart from the ladies, Mr. Pope, Mr.
Vint and Mr. Rose were there to help us.
Mr. Pope opened the meeting and first
introduced us all to one another, as there
were very few of us who had met
previously.

The first question brought up for
discussion was ‘‘ Women’s Dress,” as it
seemed a good opportunity to find out
what the general feeling was. From dis-
cussion it was found that the players on
the whole are perfectly satisfied with the
present dress regulation, and that they
like to have their different coloured
jumpers or shirts with grey or navy blue
skirts, shorts or slacks.

THE next point was very important for

us all: ““How to improve the Women's
game,” Naturally you can well imagine that
we spent quite a good deal of time on this
question. Miss Alcock said that she herself
had started a women’s Division in Liverpool,
and the way she finds best to improve her
players’ game is for them to play in the men’s
teams of their League as well as in the
women’s.

Miss Margaret Osborne, who was also at the
meeting, agreed with this and said that she
felt sure that she would not be an English
international if she had not been allowed to
play in a men’s team. Mrs. Goodwin of

A New Contest?

.| St. Albans also pointed out that St. Albans
:|have produced some very good players and

their League also allow women to play in
competition with the men. Miss Schofield

‘| of Grimsby said that they would like to do

this very much in their League, but the men
oppose it.

Another suggestion was made that ladies’
teams played in league against the men.
Mrs. Oddy of Surrey said that she felt this
would cause dissatisfaction amongst the
men and she would rather see us work in
co-operation with them than in opposition.

SUGGESTION was made that
we have inter-League mixed doubles
matches, or even League mixed doubles
matches. This would enable the women to
play in competition with the men and so gain
the experience they require.
OACHING for the selected women players
was brought up and the committee were
asked for their views. Mrs. Blackbourn of
Exeter, who is the mother of one of our very
young players who is showing great promise,
says that she thinks it is ideal to have a man
to coach for stroke production but a woman

was necessary for court tactics. The meeting.

seemed to be in general agreement on this point.

Miss P. Anderton of Manchester spoke of
the Ladies Manchester League, of which she
is secretary, and asked why women did not
form more Leagues of their own so that they
could control their own affairs and finance.
Mrs. Bunbury supported this and said they
had been very happy and successful working
on their own.

We also discussed popularising the Mag-
azine and trying to obtain the interest of
younger players, as the women do not seem
to be able to get the girls so early as the men
do the boys.

The meeting lasted for three hours and
we found we had to close so that members

ROSE BOWL

First Round Results

Acton beat *N, Middlesex 3-2.

Birmingham beat *Coventry 4-1.

*Dartford beat Gravesend 5-0.

*Folkestone beat Maidstone,

*Leeds beat Northumberland 4-1.

*Leek beat W. Bromwich 4-1.

Liverpool beat *Chester,

London beat *London Prov, Houses 5-0.

London Bus. Houses beat *Thameside
Industries 4-0.

London Civil Service beat *London Banks
5-0.

*Macclesfield beat Manchester Bus. Houses
4-1.

Manchester Women beat *Blackpool.

*Nottingham beat Lincoln.

*Southampton beat Salisbury 3-2.

S. London beat *Woolwich 4-1.

*Spalding beat Kings Lynn.

Watford beat *Barnet 4-1.

* Denotes team having choice of venue.

Mpys. D. L. Bunbury

could rush off to catch their different trains
home. But I am sure we all went home
feeling that we had started something toward
creating more interest and better play
amongst the women of this country.

that new book they’re talking about is
JACK CARRINGTON'’S

MODERN TABLE TENNIS

‘a book which should be very helpful to the game
of table tennis in this country.”—HON. IVOR MONTAGU.

A first-rate up-to-date introduction to the game by a very
clever championship player, who has a gift for putting
his knowledge into words. The beginner is guided in the
choice of equipment and is shown how to build up his
game on sound lines. There

on theory and tactics for ambitious club players.

ILLUSTRATED WITH PHOTOS AND DIAGRAMS.

is also much good advice
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Price 2 / 6 et from all booksellers, stationers, newsagents who, if out of stock, will
get it quickly for you, or direct from the E.T.T.A. (by post 3d. extra).




TABLE TENNIS

AFFILIATION

Mr. G. RICHARDSON
Puts the Northampton View

N the December TaBLE TENNIS, 1

have read with a great deal of interest
From the Secretary’s Chair—** Affiliation
Problems,” and from the case stated it
would appear that a great many of our
clubs are not paying their reasonable
share towards this great indoor sport.

I am amazed to learn that clubs with
hundreds of members are only paying one
3s. 6d. as their affiliation fee. Reading
this paragraph, I at once referred to our
own League statistics to see what we have
done, and I find that for the season
1936-37 we paid £3 14s., being 3s. 6d.
each for 19 teams which comprised our
two League sections, and onec T7s. 6d.
for an outside team,

This season we paid twenty-three 3s. 6d.

fees, totalling £4 0s. 6d., for 23 teams. M
own club, the YM.C.A., has teams “A,”
“B” and ‘“C," and in this connection three
3s. 6d. fees have been paid.

Clcarly, we are paying more than our
share according to rules, but I feel sure that
none of our executive committee would wish
to pay anything less than 3s. 6d. per team.
We are almost dumbfounded that large
organisations have the audacity to pay one
3s. 6d. as their share.

N strict constitutional lines I suppose

that this League should ask for a rebate
of the difference between its clubs and the
teams for which they have paid an affiliation
fee, but before making any such claim I
should be glad to know how we stand in
this matter and to hear more of the problems
that this situation is undoubtedly causing.

I think the E.T.T.A. has a great case for
demanding a reasonable subscription, say
2s. 6d. to 3s. 6d. per team. As an executive
officer of an Association which has in its
programme all kinds of activities, we claim
that table tennis is by far the cheapest game
at which fellows play, and I do not think
that it would be stretching a point to say
that it is the most popular.

TABLE TENNIS
UNDER IDEAL CONDITIONS

8 Tournament Tables

n
specially constructed hall
114 feet run-back
Dressing Rooms, Refreshments, Bar, etc.
at

BRADIX SFORTS GROUND
KINGSDOWN AVENUE
OFF WESTERN AVENUE, W.3

(3 minutes’ walk up Western Avenue, from
Savoy Cinema, East Acton)

OPEN TO PUBLIC DAILY
10 a.m.—1} p.m. (including Sunday)
Phone : SHEp. Bush 2590
BUS ROUTES : 7, 12, (15), 72, 105

NEAREST STATION : EAST ACTON
(Central London Railway)

Mr. G. GLOVER

(Hon. Sec., London Civil Service League)

Suggests a Solution

FFILIATION is a matter which is

causing more dissatisfaction through-
out English Table Tennis than any other
subject, because there is no equality of
treatment for the members and the sum
collected does not fulfil its purpose.

We will all agree that Affiliation
I'ees are levied to provide funds for the
Ruling Body to maintain and regu-
larise the rules and conditions under
which Table Tennis is organised and
played. This is not accomplished under
the present methods; the balance sheet
of the E-T.T.A. speaks for itself and the
Headquarters premises are scarcely ade-
quate for the control of so vast an
organisation.

Leagues and local associations pay 3s. 6d.

Y {for each club, individual clubs pay 7s. 6d.,

and individuals pay 2s. 6d. per annum.
These figures do not bear inspection for their
inequality.

There is always a difference of opinion
as to what constitutes a club, owing to the
varying conditions. Memberships vary from
as low as five to 350 or even more. Each of
these bodies, and all intermediately, pay the
same, and in some cases where a club enters
a team in more than one League they pay
affiliation through each League. Therefore
it is possible for a club of some 5 or 6 members
to be paying as much as 7s. or even 10s. 6d.,
while a club of 350 members pay 3s. 6d.—
an absurd position which should be corrected.

VENTURE to suggest that there is no

fundamental argument against individual
affiliation, which is the only method that can
be adopted with equality of treatment, and,
which cannot be abused. The only adverse
criticism that can be put forward is that
individual affiliation will make a lot of work
for the E-T.T.A, officials,

My proposal is that affiliation should be
6d. per individual, per annum, or 2s. 6d.
for a life affiliation. These amounts to be
paid through Leagues, etc., as at present,
and affiliation cards to be issued by the
ET.T.A. through the same channels as
received. I recommend most strongly the
2s. 6d. life affiliation. This would provide
ample funds to meet present requirements.

Finally I suggest with all due considera-
tion for poor or young players, that it is
untrue to say that anybody who is in a
position to play Table Tennis cannot afford
6d. per annum,

HAMPSHIRE OPEN CHAMPIONSHIPS
THE TOWN HALL,
BOURNEMOUTH

SATURDAY, JANUARY 21st, 1939

M.S., W.S, M.D.,, W.D., X.D.
Last Date for Entries : dJanuary 14th, 1939

Commencing at 2.0 p.m.

Entry Forms from - - Mr. C. B. CASHELL
16 VICTORIA AVENUE, BOURNEMOUTH
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In the Near Future...

Tournament Dates

JANUARY

8—Kent (Herne Bay).
9-21—Tondon (Indian Students’ Club).
13-14—North of England (Manchester).
20-21—North Midlands (Mansfield).
20-21—Hampshire (Bournemounth).
21—Welsh Championships (Newport).
26-27—English Championships (Royal
Albert Hall, London).
28—English Championship FinaLs
(Wembley Arena).

FEBRUARY
4—Midlands (Birmingham).
4-5—S. of England (Croydon).
9-11—Cheshire (Liverpool}.
11—Castleford.
11—Dorset (Dorchester).
17-18—West of England (Paignton).
18—Peterborough.
18—Cardiff,
20-March 4—Wembley,
25—Leeds.

The Gloucestershire Tournamnent will
be played on March 13-16.

The Hampshire Open
Championships

AS will be seen from an advertisement in
this issue, the Hampshire Open is being
played at the Town Hall this season. The
Committee are to be congratulated on their
enterprise in trying to make this tourney one
of the most important in the country, and
Bournemouth is such an ideal place to spend
a week-end, even in winter, that there will
be undoubtedly a mammoth entry. A number
of the foreign players, here for the National,
will be entering, and the committee appeal
to players in London and the South to join,
them in a week-end of grand table tennis.
Eight tables will be in use, and all communica-
tions about accommodation, etc., will be
welcomed by Mr. Cashell, 16, Victoria Avenue,
Bournemouth.

SOUTH OF ENGLAND CHAMPIONSHIPS

THIS TOURNAMENT will be organised

to be completed in two days
at

R. E. DRILL HALL, MITCHAM ROAD
by kind permission of the Officer Commanding 315th Coy.
CROYDON

On Saturday & Sunday, Feb. 4th & 5th, 1939
CONDITIONS PERFECT
Equal to the World’s Championship
6 Tables with surrounds Lighting on Tables
20 feet run-back Tables 10 feet apart
FINALS—SUNDAY EVENING

“'STAR " TROPHIES, JAQUES & SPALDING

For entry forms, all events, apply,
C. G. Miiton, 5, Bramley Close, Croydon



Ken Hyde’s Absence Makes
Liverpool League Open Contest

By W. Stamp

NOW that the Merseyside Open (a
report of which appears on another
page) is over we are once more able to
settle down to League matches. Club-
moor, unbeaten for two years in Cup and
League matches, have had to bow the
knee twice already this season, although
in fairness it must be stated that they
were without Ken Hyde on each occasion
—which made all the difference. For the
first time for a number of years the
championship of Division I is now a
very open affair, and the fight is creating
a lot of interest. Clubmoor are top with
14 points, followed by Oakhill with 11
points and a match in hand.

The Nelta Club is having a very successful
season, their women’s team being undefeated.
They top the women’s division with 18
points, followed by Breckside. In Division IT
Nelta also lead the way with 18 points,
followed closely by Wembley with 14.
Liverpool Y.M.C.A. are also in the happy
position of having their 1st team at the
top of Division III, and their 2nd team
top of the South Region.

With the exception of the 1lst Division
East Region which is headed by St. Simons,
the leading positions in the other regions are
held by clubs in their first season with the
League, and the older clubs are having to
sit up and take notice.

An exhibition was given just prior to
Christmas in aid of the Goodfellow Fund,
which provides food and good cheer to the
poor and needy on Merseyside. Thousands
of people benefit, and although the £10 raised
by the League last year was a record, we
hope, when the accounts are available, to
find we have beaten this figure. Exhibitions
were given by Ken and Eric Hyde, Peter,
Eddie and Ronnie Rumjahn, and the Misses
Nora Norrish and Edie Malley.
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TABLE TENNIS

FINALS . AT WEMBLEY

Vana in play in the World Men’s Singles Final last year.

L. B. H. Win Representative
Games

HE first of the season’s representative

matches was played at Brighton, on
Sunday, December 11, and resulted in a win
for the L. B. H. by 10 sets to six.

Joyce, Dawson, Jones, and Straker all
played well, but Joyce and Jones had to
win three of their four sets each to give the
majority to the visitors. Seaman, on the
Brighton side, won his four sets, though three
of these were only decided on the third game.

The following day Miss P. Hodgkinson
and Miss Oustainge defeated Thameside
League in the first round of the Rose Bowl,

Following the success of these two players
in this competition the Wembley women
were opposed in a representative game
played at the Army and Navy Stores. Both
Miss Hodgkinson and Miss Oustainge won
their two sets and the final score was nine

© SHELBOURNE HOTEL
:? BEDFORD WAY (RUSSELL 5
e SQUARE), W.C. I ol
S Phone: MUSeum 9001 9
3 The Rendezvous of all Table Tennis Players G
ng Five minutes from City and West End — Centrally Heated %
(2 Hot and Cold Water in all Rooms ®
(% TABLE TENNIS, BILLIARDS and TENNIS <
MODERATE CHARGES
W. H. PRICHARD, Resident Proprietor S

i
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sets to three in L. B. H. favour, others to add
to the total being Misses D. Waters, R. Cabot,
Edwards and Baker,

Tremendous keenness is being displayed
in the League games, and already there have
been the usual early season surprises. Almost
every week sees a change in the leadership
in the majority of the sections. Outstanding,
perhaps, is the rise of Mount Pleasant,
promoted from the Second Division, who
now head the First Division on games
average.

Mr. A. P. Fuller, the Hon. Tournament
Secretary, is making good headway with
the arrangements for the individual tourna-
ments. Entries for the men’s Junior Singles
Championship have been closed, and are
very satisfactory.

A men’s representative match will be
played against Southend on January 11, and
women’s match against North Middlesex on
January 19,

W. Ashworth

The Scarborough Open Table Tennis Tournament
in the

Grand Skating Rink, Scarborough
on EASTER SATURDAY, 8th APRIL, 1939

Entry forms from—
W. SMITH, Hill House, Wakefield Road, Dewsbury
Closing 3rd April

WIN Your Tournament

The Baron Practice Wall

Will Help You to Perfect Your Weak Shots—Practise Your Strong

. !
Price 21/-
Instruction Leaflet from &%

J. ROSE & SON, 39, London Road, London, S.E.1

WAT, 5432-3




AROUND

YPICAL of many small Leagues scattered
up and down the country is Lydney,
secluded and isolated in a corner of Gloucester-
shire.
LYDNEY While the National papers
present their glowing accounts
of the doings of the stars of the table tennis
world, Leagues like Lydney struggle on to
keep the flag flying in the village halls and
converted garages which constitute their
headquarters.

Their struggle is for the most part unrecog-
nised. Even in their own towns the residents
take as a matter of course those ‘“ kids who
muck around with ping-pong.” If they
were to watch a League match they would
have the surprise of their lives !

Lydney in an unobtrusive way is doing a
lot to popularise the game in Gloucestershire.
The senior League, and incidentally the
strongest, is Gloucester, but it was from quiet

Lydney that the suggestion of an inter-town
League in the west section of the county
was first broached.

Lydney never anticipated an outside
chance of capturing the trophy which was
offered. They made the move solely for the
good of the game.

Gloucester have made all the running so
far. Cheltenham are a poor second, while
very close to Cheltenham are Lydney and

Stroud.
* * *

LDFIELD BAPTISTS club-room was the

scene of Bath’s latest defeat in the

Western Counties League. Although Bath

lost by the maximum, some excellent

BATH games were witnessed. L. Palmer,

Bath’s youngest inter-city player,

was the only player who took both his Bir-
mingham opponents to threc.

J. Offer (Bath) v. T. Lisle (Birmingham)
was the star match of the evening. Although
Lisle won by 21-14, 21-10, there was a lot
of hard hitting and the rallies were long ones.
Several times Offer forced Lisle back on the
defensive, but the Birmingham player found
the ““ holes ”’ in the Bath player’'s game and
took advantage of them.

TABLE TENNIS

The Bath Pavilion has been booked for
February 25 for the finals of the Western
Counties Championship, when entries from
Bath, Bristol, Swindon, Cardiff, and Bir-
mingham will be fighting out the final stage
of the competition. The Bath Chronicle and
Herald has prescnted a handsome silver cup
for compctition by players in Bath, North
Somerset, and W. Wilts. This competition is
open to players in the circulation area of the
paper, and will start early in the New Year.

As an experiment a dance is being held on
January 21. The tickets are going well and
the venture is expected to be a great success.

* * *

YLESBURY League positions are now
extremely interesting in both divisions.

In Division I the Junior Imps are the only
undefeated team, followed

AYLESBURY closely by Young Liberals
and Halton “ A,” who have

lost one each. Division II is an even closer

Left : Central Mission,
last season’s champions
of the Swindon League.

fight; YM.C.A. ““A,” and N.A.L.G.O. “B”
have won five out of six each, Halton “ B ”’
five out of eight, and Hazell’s Boys are the
only unbeaten team with four wins. Inter-
Lcague results are as follows :

November 18—Oxford 8, Aylesbury 17, at
Oxford.

December 2—Aylesbury 18, Apsley 7, at
Aylesbury.

December 10—Men : Aylesbury 5, Slough
6. Women: Aylesbury 2, Slough 9, at
Aylesbury.

In the Slough match ten singles matches,
best of three cach, and one doubles match
were played; this method was a great
success. The Mayor of Aylesbury (Alderman
J. J. Evett) welcomed the Slough teams.

* * *

BIRMINGHAM beat Coventry by 7 sets
to 2 in the second round Willmott Cup
match at Headquarter’s Club, Pershore Road.

Lisle won his three sets
BIRMINGHAM for Birmingham, beating

Jones and Sharpe in two
straight games each, but dropping the middle
game to young Seadon. Sadler was unex-
pectedly beaten by Sharpe, 21-18, 21-19,
and had to struggle to get home against
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Seadon, whilst Whitehouse failed to Jones
on deuce in the third game.

RESULTS

T. Lisle (Lucadians) beat I. Jones 21-9, 21-14; beat
H. Seadon 21-12, 19-21, 21-12; beat H. Sharpe 21-15,
21-14.,

A. Sadler (Washwood Heath) beat H. Seadon 14-21,
21-13, 21-16; beat 1. Jones 21-19, 21-6; lost to H.
Sharpe 18-21, 19-21.

A. Whitehouse (Birmingham City) heat H. Sharpe
21-17, 21-19; beat H. Seadon 21-17, 21-19; lost to
I. Jones 21-15, 13-21, 20-22,

Birmingham also beat Coventry in the first
round of the ‘“ Rose Bowl” by 4 sets to 1,
after Miss Steventon had suffered an un-
expected reverse in the opening set, which
she lost to Miss Finlay, 2 games to 1. Miss
Egerton beat Miss Finlay 21-15, 21-15, and
the Birmingham pair easily won the doubles

set. RESULTS

Miss Steventon (Birmingham City) lost to Miss Finlay
21-17, 18-21, 14-21.
o Miss Egerton beat Miss Peacham 21-11, 21-18.

Miss Steventon beat Miss Peacham 21-15, 21-10.

Miss Egerton beat Miss Finlay 21-15, 21-15.

Above : Fiyst team of the Rovers Club, Chesterfield, who have
played 72 maiches in three seasons without defeat.

| . Miss Steventon and Miss Egerton beat Miss Finlay and
Miss Peacham 21-9, 21-12.

* * *

ITH the first half of the season’s fixtures

completed, Wembley players are enjoy-

ing one of their most popular tournaments

—the ““ St. Joseph’s”’ closed

WEMBLEY divisional championships. This

event, while contested with

the greatest keenness, has a ‘ happy family »’

atmosphere about it that is a little more

intimate than in the big open tournament,

and has the added attraction of giving the

player in the lower division a chance of finding
recognition.

There is no local closed competition for
women corresponding to the *‘ St. Joseph’s.”
Here is an opportunity for an enterprising
club to fill a gap in the Wembley fixtures.
A tournament comprising women’s singles
and doubles, on a divisional basis ; together
with a closed mixed doubles for the League as
a whole—would, with four women’s divisions
to support it, be assured of success, and would
be backing the drive to improve women’s
play.

The only opportunity for women to compete
‘against men is in the Elvin Cup team knock-
out event. Two women'’s teams were entered
this year. The Institute team failed rather
badly in the first round, but had a very
experienced and ‘‘ awkward "’ opponent in
B.0O.C. Wembley Hill has started off with a
resounding victory against a second men’s




team entered by North Harrow, and may go
a long way in this competition.

Whether the general admission of women
into men’s teams would be popularin Wembley
is another matter, but nevertheless a problem
that may have to be faced next season.

On Sunday, January 8, the day following
the ‘“ St. Joseph’s ”’ finals, a large party will
be travelling to Herne Bay for the Kent
‘“ Open.”’

* * *

FTER the most successful year in its

history, Folkestone are still aiming at
surpassing last year’s record, and it will not
be surprising if this is
accomplished. There is a
great increase in players
and several newcomers, chiefly young players,
who have great possibilities of raising the
standard of the game locally.

As for the team championships, Seabrook
Club, undefeated last season, will have to
fight hard to maintain their record and
championships. In the doubles League,
several teams are fighting out a close struggle
for supremacy, whilst in the minor divisions
players are entering into the game with an
enthusiasm which warms the hearts of all
officials.

‘While Folkestone are having mixed luck
in inter-town matches, Hythe section of the
League is excelling itself ; their second Kent
League victory was over Faversham 6-3, and
a Wilmott Cup victory away at Sittingbourne
puts Hythe in the third round, eagerly waiting
to be drawn against one of the * plums ™ of
table tennis.

FOLKESTONE

* % *

ECOND round ties of the Willesden Cup

did not produce the surprises of the first

round, when three 1st Division clubs were

beaten by clubs from lower

WILLESDEN divisions. Three 2nd Division

teams, Dollis Hill, Quex

Road, and Hendon Municipal Officers, join

five 1st Division teams—Cricklewood ““A,”

Cricklewood “ B,” IKemps, Elmwood, and
Hall Telephones—in the third round.

Hall Telephones now head the premier
League, closely followed by Kemp’s and
Cricklewood. Guild of St. George, Round-
wood, and Dollis Hill are grouped at the top
of the 2nd Division, while Willesden Central
are running away with the 3rd Division, with
L.P.T.B. (Willesden) and Middlesex County
Officers’ (Willesden) fighting out the second
position. In the ladies’ division, Almora
and Dollis Hill are bracketed together at the
top.

* * *

N the South London League Championships

Moreton won the men’s singles, and with

Jones retained the doubles. Miss Dace did

not defend her singles

SOUTH LONDON title, which passed

into the hands of her

clubmate, Miss Weigand. The women’s

doubles was won by Miss Allardyce and Miss
Williams.

South London were successful in the first
round of the Wilmott Cup and the Rose
Bowl. The Wilmott Cup team, Moreton,
Jones, and Watson, beat Thames Valley 6-3.
The Misses Dace, Weigand, and Moser were
the representatives in the Rose Bowl, and
proved much too good for Woolwich, winning
4-1.

TABLE TENNIS

Lincs County Contest Successes

ITH sixteen centres the lincolnshire Association now comprises approximately
2,000 playing members, and in two seasons the standard of play has been

transformed.

In the County Championships the teams are doing very well, particularly the
men, who have defeated Derbyshire 6-3 at Sleaford and Cambridgeshire 6-3 at
Cambridge, Hall of Grimsby taking his three at Sleaford. For the second match
the side was strengthened by the inclusion of Ralph Dean, late of Huddersfield
and Yorkshire, a most aggressive pen-grip hitter.

The women have improved considerably and at Grimsby ran the champions,

Warwickshire, to a 4-5 defeat on the last rubber.

At Newcastle-on-Tyne they beat

Northumberland comfortably 9-0, Miss Ward, Miss Scott, and

4th, 1939.

for the home side.
The inter-town

L. Beunett

Miss Piercey each being responsible for three rubbers.

At the North and East Riding Open Championships, Miss
Lileen Ward reached three semi-finals and followed up by getting
to the final of the Women’s Doubles at the Hull Open.
larger response on the whole has been made in the Lincolnshire
Closed Championships, and for six events there are 367 entries.
The Scunthorpe Association is running a tournament closed to
members of the Lincolnshire Association on Saturday, February

A

In the Wilmott Cup Grimsby made rather a surprising exit
to Hull 3-5 at home, the visiting youngsters being just too steady

competitions are more popular than ever,

despite the existence of an unbeaten side in each, Grimsby and

Louth being well away. Incidentally, in a friendly match, Spalding

Women gave a Grimsby side plenty to think about at Grimsby,
5-4 on the last rubber.
The men’s inter-town charts read .—

just clambering home
season Grimsby won 16-0.

HAIGH CUP, P. W. L. F. A. Pts.
Grimshy .. 3 3 0 22 5 6
Lincoln . 4 3 1 19 17 6
Spalding .. 4 2 2 20 16 4
Skegness .. 2 1 1 11 7 2
Scunthorpe 2 1 1 9 9 2
Boston 5 0 5 9 36 0

ITHIN this last month another town

has joined up, which means that there
are now thirteen towns in membership. We
welcome Lancaster as a fine sporting League
who will be an asset to the Association.

The Association’s Individual Champion-
ships will be staged this season by the Preston
League and will be held at the Guttridge
Hall on January 28th. The Preston officials
are very eager to surpass the successful
event held at Blackpool last season, and hope
to achieve perfection both from the players’
and the spectators’ angles. The present
champions are Walsh (Bolton S.5)) and
Windle and Ault (Nelson), who won the
doubles. They will have to fight hard to
retain their titles.

At the time of writing, Bolton S.S. head
the League table and will probably continue
to do so until the end of this month, after
which they have some very stiff matches.
Outstanding players are Fletcher
S.S), Matson (Nelson), Owens (Bolton),
Burras (Southport), Gibbon (Urmston) and
Barlow (Bury).

The various Leagues seem very loth to
introduce any promising youngsters into
their teams, and one wonders if this is a wise
policy. The same old faces appear time after
time and we have a number of towns with
an average age in the team of 30 years.
Among the youngest teams are Bolton, one
of the most successful, whose average age
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(Bolton | BUR

the home team

In the corresponding match last

BUTCHER CUP. P. W. L. F. A. Pts
Louth .. .. 3 3 0 22 5 6
Woodhall 8pa 6 3 3 33 21 6
Sleaford .. 4 3 1 20 16 6
Alford .. 4 1 3 9 27 2
Mablethorpe 3 0 3 6 21 0
Horncastle 0 0 0 0 0 0

PRESTON PLANS for LANCS MINOR LEAGUES CONTEST

is about 18, and the Bury League, with an
average age of 17.

Think this over, you secretaries, and rebuild
gradually.

RESULTS

Bolton 4, Ashton 5; Preston 6, Southport 3; Nelson 4,
Blackpool 5; Bury 2, Stockport 7 ; Southport 6, Urmston
3; Urmston 1, Bolton S.S. 8; Reddish 3, Bolton 6;
Wigan 5, Nelson 4 ; Bolton S.S. 7, Blackpool 2'; Southport
5, Bury 4; Ashton 4, Nelson 5; Preston 3, Bolton 6;
Stockport 7, Reddish 2; Wigan 2, Urmston 7 ; Southport
4, Bolton S$.S. 5; Blackpool 6, Ashton 3; Urmston 2,
Bolton 7 ; Ashton 6, Stockport 3 ; Blackpool 4, Preston 5.

LEAGUE TABLE.

Sets.

r. W, L. F A. %

BOLTON §.8. 3 5 0 20 7 100
BOLTON .. 4 3 i 23 13 75
STOCKPORT 3 2 1 17 10 66.6
PRESTON. . 3 2 1 14 13 66.6
ASHTON .. 4 2 2 18 18 50
SOUTHPORT 4 2 2 18 18 50
BLACKPOOL 4 2 2 17 19 50
WIG .. 2 1 1 7 11 50
NELSON 3 1 2 13 14 33.3
URMSTON 4 1 3 13 23 25
Y .. 2 0 2 6 12 —
REDDISH 2 0 2 5 13 —

Metropolitan Table Tennis Association
Half Season Table

Pts. Pts.
P. WD L F A |Pos.
Wembley 4 31 0 20 12 7
Surrey . . .. 4 3 01 22 10 6
N. Middlesex 4 2 0 2 16 16 4
Woolwich 4 1 0 3 12 20 2
Bromley 4 01 3 10 22 1




Progress in Derbyshire

ERBYSHIRE is no longer a back-

ward county ! Two years ago there
would have been some justification for
the uncomplimentary title, but now the
Peak county is very definitely, as our
American friends would say, ‘“on the
up and up.”

Much of the credit for the very rapid
progress which has been made during the
last two seasons must go to Matlock, where a
number of enthusiasts, led by Messrs. E.
Greaves and F. D. Ford, secured the backing
of the Town’s Attractions Committee, and
decided to stage a whole week of table tennis
at the Town Hall.

That decision had {ar-reaching results.
Table Tennis Week is now a well-established
and well-supported event, run on most
attractive lines and under conditions second
to none.

Competitions for county titles, under the
kindly approval and guidance of the E'T.T A,
have drawn together the wvarious sections
in the county into a really enthusiastic and
sporting organisation ; a Derbyshire League
(Secretary, Mr. F. B. Briggs of Chesterfield)

TABLE TENNIS

has been formed
with teams from
Buxton, Chester-
field, Derby,
Littlcover and
Matlock  taking
part; Derbyshire
has entered in the
national team
championship for
the first time; and
players from the
“strong in th’
arm and ’‘wick in
t'yed” county are
going to make
themselves felt in
other national
competitions, too.

The titles, open
to Derbyshire
players only, have
been won as
follows : singles, Mr. S. E. Orme, Littleover;
doubles, Messrs. R. E. and G. R. Hindle,
Buxton; junior, Mr. G. H. Slater, Derby ;
ladies, Mrs. Parker, Ashbourne.

Mys. Pavker

Matlock’s Lead

Derbyshire have lost their first two matches
in the team championship against Lincoln-
shire and Warwickshire, but valuable
experience has been gained.

The general position in Derbyshire may be
summed up as follows: Table tennis is now
excellently organised and has every prospect
of expanding, whilst every encouragement
is being given to a large number of promising
young players. But, whilst there are quite
a number of keen lady players, the fair sex
scem very shy about getting together and
cntering into competitions. Something will
have to be done about that!

STOP PRESS

As we go to press we have received a tele-
gram from America informing us that Vana is
coming home on the S.S. Hausa, which sailed
on December 22.

It is now certain that Vana will be taking
part in the English National Championships
and the tour.

We also hear that Jimmy McClure recently
drove Vana off the table to win a best-of-three
games match at Eltchart during their tour in
U.S.A. And it wasn’t *“ just an exhibition !”’

w

Half as large again as the height

Creos 'CROSSWORD PUZZLE]|. ¢
ACROSS ' 4. Your officials do this to provide

1. It must be sombre but Annual the fare.

Meetings spend much time over SET(HB,,YSECIFHEWS LII,ES TBTEANNETT 3. A type of cord but not when

it. : £ -T.A) worn by players.
6. His devotion is legendary. ‘ PRIZE of a half-guinea ‘“ Swan ” fountain pen will be awarded | 7. Do this to unccrtain strokes
10, Should allow progress but retards | to the sender of the first all-correct solution opened. Address during a match. .

instead. . entries to “ Crossword,” TaBLE TENNIS, 64, High Holborn, London, | 8 4 kind of drive in ecricket or
13. First name of pen-grip world | W C.1. 1In the event of any dispute, the Editor’s decision will be table tennis,

champion. fin: 1' ’ ST ’ - 9. Imperturbability gives this to
14. Allowed ncither in Palestine nor | 1128 " " % your play.

in tournaments. ' . K 11. Adjective often used to describe
17. The only court for scrvice in We invite readers to submit Taprr TenNis crosswords for the brilliance of Bellak.

doubles. publication. A prize will be awarded {for cach one accepted. 12. Perfected the drop-shot first.
18, British but thousands in number. 5 T7 515 TSI (TR 15, The beginning and cnd of the
19, To steal cxcept when it comes to 2 3 + |5 —I board.

a point. \ 16, Amalgamation produced this
20. An abbreviated sport providing ({3 13 15 (1o 7 name in table tennis,

good training for table tennis. 19, Part of ‘‘make-up” permitted
21, Area productive of the frst [z 19 to masculine as well as feminine

English Open Champion. stars.
22, It means hard lines or it’s 253, Part ol globe just visited by

getting serious. 2 2.1 » Barna and Bellak.
28, Rare time for Hungarians to be 27. King Charles I1 would have

seen, [ g [ considered a board made of this
24. Will again make up the draw for ! | as above board.

the National. ‘ 29. Provincial agreement.
26. In England it is love or it is! |26 u 26 129 20 3t 31. Esscntial not only for executing

nothing. drop-shots but also for retrieving
28, Can lead to ‘‘shamatcurism ™ | 32 theni,

but not in table tennis, | l 37. A term forla small event growing
30. Describes the players after a more popular.

strenuous rubbcr or the play {” %6 > Sl 38. Sets up a ‘“hew and cry.”

during a tenuous rubber, | 39, This logical conclusion is never
32. It docs not matter whether it is' ‘ 59 * carricd out to apparel wagered

Henry or Harry. and wori. )
33. Describes apprcciation or am-, [4X 43 4 |45 36 41, A termi of infinity that could

biguity of a point. ! almost be applied to the famous
34, Hvens out in the long run. i a7 50 point between Ehrlich and Vla-
35. Found in food that Stimulatesl‘ donc.

strategy. ' _ ! 43, Kept at cach table at the last
36, Very tough to face and rarely 51 52 |53 |54 World Championships.

tanned since being raw. | 44. Shortened, shortens the distance
40, Full of holes yet we often crawl' |35 3 57 to Wembley.

over it. , - 45, A degrce which duplicated in-
42, Inform to reform but may dicates mediocrily.

deform. ‘ ECANETN ol 49. A Europcan capital yct to stage
46, A digit that should be employed ' the World Championships.

in rubbers. &2 [7F) 53. Plays for England in four gloves
47, A staris allowed hardly to do this but not at table tennis.

at an opcn tournament, 54, ’l‘h:f( ad)dition of l’Lhe aspirate
48, Comes before  Viktor” even : . s " makes 24 across reluctant.

when World Champion. 156, An eX]i)dert hon cqulpmotr}t, ﬁas 62. éRChal‘aCtCa ml‘ %l}fi}{cspg{e_s 57. Do this and your paticnce will do
50, A shortened quantity, equippe the game na tonally. d gr.neo 'in- lju leh ’a? rl"Sl’ this to vour opponent’s patience.
51. Although not illegal, it is now |58. An implement of sport with a 63 Reri’ ) gey anly ta. ¢ ag cter. 58, When a hitter is consistent, he

rarely used in a racket. blade longer than that used in . Retiring irrespective ol age. is this.
52, A girl ahead of volatile, table tennis. DOWN 59. Position is cverything herc.
55. Has a useful fist on the table and | 61. A branch of literature awaited 1. Lithuania’s Number One. 60. Encouragement to American

on paper. by the Editor of this Magazine. -2. Thisreferee has a bias for a bowl. footballers.
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